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You are an artist.

At California Institute of the Arts, you’ll join a commu-
nity of artists that will help supercharge your practice
more than you ever thought possible.

Whether you’re refining your craft or discovering
entirely new ways to create, CalArts is a place where
curiosity is encouraged, experimentation is expected,
and collaboration happens every day.

Founded more than 50 years ago by Walt Disney

and his brother Roy, CalArts was built on a simple

but groundbreaking idea: Bring artists from different
disciplines together to learn from one another. This
founding vision continues to define CalArts today.
Our intimate, interdisciplinary environment allows the
freedom to shape an artistic practice that is incompa-
rably your own.

With a 7:1 student-to-faculty ratio, our faculty are
able to provide personalized academic and creative
guidance. And because CalArts faculty are practicing
artists themselves, their mentorship is grounded in
the realities of being a working artist today. You'll also
learn from internationally recognized visiting artists
as well, gaining firsthand insight into a wide range of
artistic practices and professional pathways.
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A School of Art BFA4 studio

Experimental Pop Showcase 2024



Saxophonist and CalArts alum
Ravi Coltrane, at left, was the
2025 Charlie Haden Artist in

1.

For more than five decades, CalArtians have
made an unprecedented impact across art
and culture. The late Art faculty member
John Baldessari’s first classes included Jack
Goldstein, Mike Kelley, Tony Oursler, and
Barbara Bloom. Judy Chicago and Miriam
Schapiro co-founded the Feminist Art Program
in 1971. Jazz pianist and composer Mel Powell
served as the Music School’s first dean. That
A113 reference you see in nearly every Pixar
film? It’s a classroom at CalArts where many
of the Pixar animators created their first films.
(Its now a Graphic Design space.)

raphic Design students pose in the famed A113 space.



Gallery
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Thursdays are a vibe at CalArts. While art can
happen anywhere and anytime, each week,
art openings and performances abound on
Thursday nights. Students flood our spaces
and galleries with painting, sculpture, graphic
design, film, music, dance, and just about

anything else you can imagine.

Gallery Night at CalArts
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a Creative Capital

Just beyond our Valencia, California, main campus,
Los Angeles is an extension of CalArts. As one of the
world’s most vibrant, artistic, and cultural capitals, the
city offers unparalleled opportunities to connect with
artists, organizations, and industries shaping culture
today. Institutions and venues including The Getty
Museum, LACMA, The Broad, MOCA, Walt Disney
Concert Hall, the Hollywood Bowl, the California
African American Museum, the Huntington Library,
Universal Studios, and Southern California beaches are
all 20 to 60 minutes away from campus (depending on
the LA traffic, naturally).

Located in the Walt Disney Concert Hall complex in
downtown Los Angeles, the Roy and Edna Disney
CalArts Theater (REDCAT) is CalArts’ center for daring
visual, media, and performing arts. In addition to stag-
ing CalArts performances, REDCAT programs dynamic
and far-reaching work by an international roster of
innovative artists each season.

Cold Call exhibition at The Reef

REDCAT

The Reef: a creative habitat

CalArts at The Reef

Located in downtown

LA, The Reef offers a
20,000-square-foot cultural
platform and arts venue that
provides CalArts students
and recent graduates ded-
icated gallery and perfor-
mance space.
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HHUMANN, choreographed by CalArts faculty Dimitri
Chambilas, in front of Walt Disney Concert Hall

The CalArts contingent at
LACMA’s 2026 Art Parade
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The CalArts

EXxperience

Winter Session costume workshop
with visiting artist Gwen van den
Eijnde

Learning doesn’t end when class does. From late-night
rehearsals and impromptu performances to gallery
exhibitions and conversations that spark unexpected
ideas, the possibilities are limitless. Whether you're
experimenting in the studio, developing new work with
collaborators, or exploring a discipline outside your
own, at CalArts you’ll find a community that encourag-
es curiosity, rewards risk-taking, and helps your artistic
voice evolve in ways you didn’t think were possible.

The heart of our campus is the Main Building, an ex-
pansive creative space where artists across disciplines
work side by side. This creative hub brings together
studios, theaters, galleries, rehearsal spaces, labs,
workshops, and countless opportunities for creative
exchange. And at CalArts, you’ll have your own dedicat-
ed space to create, experiment, and build your practice.

KPop Demon Hunters directors Chris Appelhans and Maggie Kang,
front and center, at a Character Animation talk
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CalArts

by the Numbel’ S Enroliment

1 26 4 858 Undergraduate;
, 406 Gracluate

Fall 2025

#1 Animation
Schoolin
the US %

Animation Career
Review 2026 receive some form of financial aid

#2Best Art -
Schoolin 7 1
the US "

Top 10 for

Costume

Desighin

the World

Reporter 2025 from all 50 states.

From CalArts Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness



Housing &

Whether you're living on campus or gathering with
friends over a meal, Steve’s Cafe serves as a central
gathering place with fresh, made-to-order meals
throughout the day, while Tatum Lounge offers a
relaxed space to grab lattes and matchas, enjoy a
snack, meet with friends, attend a live reading, or
discover a new exhibition.

Coffee life at Tatum Lounge
Our on-campus housing options, Chouinard Hall
and Ahmanson Hall, create a close-knit residential
community where artists live, learn, play, and create
together. The convenient proximity of the residential
halls allows our artists to work as much as they want
with home just steps away.

Dorm life

The pool outside of Chouinard Hall
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Our storied legacy continues today. Alumni
Andrew Stanton and Kenna Harris wrote
and directed Toy Story 5; Carrie Mae
Weems and Mark Bradford were com-
missioned to create major works for the
Obama Presidential Center; Tuan Andrew
Nguyen and Gala Porras-Kim were selected
to participate in the 2026 Venice Biennale,
to name a few recent examples. You’'ll find

our aIuml.u across the globe—oftep still
collaborating with their fellow CalArtians.

CalArts Trustee (and alum) Lyndon Barrois Sr.
discussing his exhibition, Fitbol Is Life, at LACMA
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Degrees

CalArts offers compre-
hensive undergraduate
and graduate degree
programs in the visual,
performing, media, and
literary arts. Programs
are optimized for artists
who go beyond aesthet-
ics and expertise and
think about the way their
practice engages with the
world at large.

This list is subject to change.
Visit calarts.edu/pro-
grams-and-degrees for the
latest information.

Ceramics Lab

Digital Recording Studio
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Walt Disney Modular Theater

Offered by many graduate
programs, this supple-
mental concentration is
designed for artists who
wish to combine their core
exploration of interdiscipli-
nary practices, participa-
tory media, and interactive
technologies.

Minors

Arts Education
Digital Arts
Music Theory
Creative Writing
Humanities
Social Sciences
Cultural Studies
Science and Math




Halloween

The annual CalArts Halloween party is a long-
standing and legendary campus tradition,
dating back to 1972. But what makes the event
truly special is that it’s a labor of love created
by students for their peers. In recent years,
CalArts Halloween has evolved into a themed
experience, brought to life by a dedicated
team of students who learn live event pro-
duction in a credited class.
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Located on the lowest level of CalArts’ Main
Building, connecting classrooms and spaces
for the schools of Film/Video and Art, The
Sublevel is a graffiti-strewn hallway that
exemplifies student self-expression. While
the use of spray paint is verboten (only water-
based paints are allowed), The Sublevel has
been a space for creativity for decades, with
layers of paint to prove it.
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Where Your

Meets the Jx7e]{=535e])

Experimental Animation faculty
Stephen Chiodo with a ‘friend’

CLW field trip

Career services at CalArts means personalized guid-
ance, hands-on experience, and unprecedented indus-
try access that can help you turn your artistic practice
into a sustainable career. Through The Patty Disney
Center for Life and Work (CLW), students receive
individualized advising, portfolio and resume support,
as well as guidance on building a professional presence.

Bridge-to-industry programs and connections with
alumni and other working professionals help you
expand your network and gain insight into the many
paths a creative career can take. Internships, field
trips, campus employment, and a dedicated job board
with industry-specific opportunities are all organized
through The Patty Disney Center.

CalArts Character Animation Producers’ Show 2025
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Admissions

Financial Aid

Applying to CalArts is about more than submitting
an application. It’s about sharing your artistic voice.
Because every program has its own creative require-
ments, our Enrollment Management team is here to
guide you through each step, from preparing your
portfolio or audition to answering questions about
deadlines and application materials.

We'’re equally committed to ensuring that your CalArts
education is as accessible as possible. The Office of
Financial Aid works closely with students and families
to explore scholarships, grants, loans, work-study, and
other funding opportunities, providing personalized
guidance throughout the financial aid process.

The Main Gallery

The famed CalArts Blue Wall
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Global
Community

Our Office of International Students provides
personalized support to help international students
navigate every stage of their journey at CalArts.
Through orientation, visa and immigration guid-
ance, employment authorization assistance, tax
workshops, and practical training sessions, we help
international students feel confident, connected, and
prepared to succeed both on campus and off.

Top: Tsipekua: Dia de Muertos installation; at bottom left
and right: Diwali, the festival of lights, and Balinese Gamelan
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Review application
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Send in your application!
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Yes, we added a sixth entry to our Top 5
List. (We're CalArts, and rules are some-
times meant to be broken.) But with more
than 280 days of sunshine a year, and
mountains and beaches close by, there’s
plenty to do in Southern California when
not working on your art.



21

Accreditation

CalArts is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and

Colleges Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC).

Credits

Published by: CalArts Enrolilment Management

Produced by: CalArts Marketing and Communications

Design: Lily Yeh (Art MFA 22), Daniel In

Photography: Rafael Hernandez (Art MFA 02), unless otherwise noted
Editorial: Christine Ziemba, Gregory Houle

Printed by: Clear Image Printing Company Inc., Sylmar, California

Let's get social!

Find on

Instagram
LinkedIn
YouTube
TikTok

Facebook

To learn more

about
Ok2lO,
:g. 3% calarts.edu

8853, 0 o 24700 McBean Parkway
z 8:! 3 Valencia, CA 91355
OFFsa

admissions@calarts.edu
800-545-2787
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